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Kerridge, Eric. Trade and Banking in Early Modern England. Manchester: Manches1Globallzing Inequality: Diasporic Citizenship Politics and the Case of 
University Press, 1988. H meworkers in Toronto's Garment Industry 

Knafo, Samuel. "The Antinomies of Marxian Economics and the Problem 1 ° 
Subjectivity." Historical Materialism. (Forthcoming). R "el 

Knafo, Samuel. 'The Gold Standard and the Creation of a Modem IntemationKim yga 
Monetary." Paper presented for the Groupe de Recherche Intercontinental, Montre~ntroduction 
2003. 

Luthy, Herbe~. La B~nque Protestante en France: de la Revocation de I' Edit de Nantes This paper examines how new relationships of inequality are being constructed and 
la Rrfv~lut1on. Pans: S.E.V.P.E.N .•. 1959. . ,challenged in globalizing cities as the places where globalization proc.e~ses s~ch as 

Mann, Michael. The Sources of Social Powe':. Vol. ~ of 1 History of Power fro1n ti migration, production and finance are concentrated. I use the concept of c1uzensh1p and, 
Beginning toA.D. 1760. New York: Cambndge Un1v~rs1ty Press, 1986. , . ore specifically, diasporic citizenship, to analyze the ways in which so1ne groups are 

Marchal, Jean, and Marie-Odile Picquet-Marchal. "Essa1 sur la nature de I' evolution (~th marginalized by, as well as actively resisting, these globalization processes. The 
billet de banqu~." Revue internationale d'hist?i:e ~e la banque 14 ( 1977): 1-87 · .paper presents a case study of the situation of home"':'orkers in Toronto's garme~t industry 

Munro, John. Bui/ton Fiolvs and Monet~ry Policies 111 England and the Lon• Countn1
3
s an example that draws out some of the ways in which global restructunng of the 

1350-1500. Brookfield, Vermont: Va.norum, 1997. . political economy creates new relationships of inequality along ge~der, ~ace'. ~lass ~d 
O'Brien, P.K., and P.A. Hunt. "The Rise of the Fiscal State 1n England, 1485-1815ethnic lines. The paper theoretically develops the concept of d1asponc c1ttzensh1p, 

Historical Research 66, no: 16? ( 1993): 129-.176. . . applying it, in the latter ~alf, throug? a case study on h~me:-'orke:s in .Toronto. The 
Pressnell, L.S. Country Banking in the Industrial Revolullon. Oxford. Clarendon Pre'situation of homeworkers 1n Toronto illustrates how globahzatton Il1lght simultaneously 

1956. be marginalizing certain groups in globalizing cities and generating new forms of 
Rogers, James S. The Early History of the Bills and Notes: A Study of the Origins citizenship rights and practices. 

Anglo-American Com1nercial la'rv. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 
Sayers, R.S. "Ricardo's Views on Monetary Questions." In Papers in English Monetaunbundling Citizenship 

History, edited by T.S. Ashton and R.S. Sayers, 76-95. Oxford: Clarendon Pre 
1953. In thinking about citizenship, I want to consider ways in which we can, in Saskia 

Spufford, Peter. Money and Its Use in Medieval Europe. New York: Cambndsassen's terms, .. unbundle citizenship",87 that is, loosen the concept of citizenship from its 
University Press, 1988. close association with the nation- state and a particular modem logic of "fixed origins".88 

Wood, Ellen. "From Opportunity to Imperative: the History of the Market." MonthTue reasons for this are twofold. First, our modem understanding of citizenship has been 
Revieu' (July/August 1994): 14-40. tied closely to practices of exclusion. As Engin lsin and Patricia Wood have shown 

Zysman, John. Governments, Markets and Growth: Financial Systems and the Politics o:persuasively, citizenship as an institution has always been practiced and designed to 
Industrial Change. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1983. benefit a certain dominant group in society despite claims to represent all members of 

society.89 Because of this, !sin and Wood argue that citizenship can be viewed as "a 
mediating institution and a contested field" between "dominated and dominant groups".90 

This conceptualization of citizenship as a mediating institution provides a useful lens 
through which to analyze some of the ways in which new hierarchies are resisted and, 
hence, remade along gender, class, race, religious and ethnic lines. It is also for this reason 
that I wish to think through ways in which citizenship might be conceptualized in more 
inclusive terms, which is why I use the term "diasporic citizenship''. 

37 

87 
Saski a Sassen, "The Fonnation of New Political Subjects under Globalization," paper presented 

at the Theorizing Transnationality, Gender & Citizenship lecture series, University of Toronto, 29 
November 2002 88 . 

89 
AvtarBrah, Cartographies of Diaspora (London and New York: Routledge, 1996), 180. 

90 E~gin Isin and Patricia Wood, Citizenship and Identity (London: Sage Publications, 1999). 
Ibid., 63: 
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The second reason for wishing to unbundle citizenship is to be able to identify a mo 
diverse range of strategies ~n.d loca~io~s fr~m ~hi~h po~sible resistance to r~lations?ip: 1 Diasporic Citizenship 
inequality might emerge. C1tizensh1p 1s an instltutton still equated largely with ~he idea 1 

the nation-state ~ the idea that the state has sole jurisdiction over a group of like peop In order to broaden the definition of citizenship, I use the concept of "diasporic 
living within its territorially defined borders. Discussions ~ver citiz~~ship rights ar citizenship" to refer to the struggles of certain groups, such as inunigrants and refugees, 
struggles still focus frequent~y on t_he nation-stat~ ~s the .location o:.po~1ttcs. How~ver,_:for greater claims ~o ~~cial, ~conomic and cultural .~~hts. B:fore elaboratin~ on the 
Sassen has observed, such d1scuss1ons assume c1t1zensh1p to be a unitary expenence meaning of diasponc c1ttzensh1p, the use of the term diaspora should be clanfied. By 
rather than reflecting on how we can thi~k o~ citizenship ~n te~s of ."s:~;ral mo1diaspora. I refer to a theoretical concept that, according to Avtar Brah, "critique(s) ... 
flexible cotnponents that can both transnatlonahze and locahze clt1zensh1p. Schola discourses of fixed origins."98 Diaspora can be defined as "a transnational network of 
like Sassen and Jan Aart Scholle have noted that globalizat~on pr~cesses have ~01 dispersed political subjects ... connected by ties of co-responsibility across the boundaries 
deterritorialized and reterritorialized aspects ~f the state and social hfe. 

3 
C!lobal relat~or of empires, political communities or (in a world of nation-states) nations".99 As Roya 

are transcending territorial notions of space in areas such as global financial _transactlo1 Anthias notes, diaspora is also an "imagined community", which is "constituted as much 
and the strengthening of international institutions and transnational ~rganiza~1on~ s.uch_ in difference and division as it is in commonality and solidarity."100 In other words, like 
the World Bank and multinational corporations. At the same time, temtonahzatl( all groups, diasporas contain internal stratification and conflict between different political 
remains an important aspect of politics and in certain ca~es ha~ led _to a rete~tori~lizati(. projects and along gender, class, religious, sexual and generational lines. IOI 

of politics. This can be seen in cases of renewed ethnic nationalist conflict or in ca& I also use the term diaspora somewhat loosely as a more inclusive term than, for 
where deterritorializing state processes have r~sulte~. in an ~ncreased autono1ny ~t If example, immigrant, to discuss the experiences of a broader group of women. By 
local level as, for example, in the case of Canadian cities staking out a greater role in ll .. diasporic women'', I refer both to women who have immigrated or come as refugees to 
governing process. In terms of citizenship, Sassen has argued that globalization has led· Canada, holding either legal citizenship or landed immigration status, as well as those 
the "unmooring of identities from what have been traditional sources of identity, such who are undocumented or "illegal immigrants". In addition, I include in this discussion, 
the nation or the village."94 This "unmooring in the process of identity fonnaticwomen who may not be immigrants, but who, for reasons of skin colour, ethnicity, 
engenders new notions of community, of membership, and of entitlement."

95 ~a~sf religion, or class, are seen by others to be inunigrants and members of diasporic groups. 
suggests that global cities are places where space is deterritoriali.zed and ret~rritonah~1 In other words, I recognise that categories such as "immigrant" and "diasporic group" are 
in ways that create new transnational identities. Global cities bnng transnational capn also constructed categories. My looser use of the term diaspora follows a trend in 
together with transnational migration in such a way that they become "a space for ti diasporic literatures of using the concept to refer more broadly to a variety of groups 
transmigration of cultural forms, for reterritorialization of 'local' subcultures."

96 
Sasstincluding "political refugees, alien residents, guest workers, immigrants, expellees, ethnic 

then asks whether we might also be witnessing "a new politics, one going beyond tl and racial minorities and overseas communities"I02 and to the general idea of "dwelling 
politics of culture and identity, though at least partly likely to be embedded in it."

97 
It. is and travelling across nations".103 In other words, I do not use the term diaspora as it is 

this context of possible new configurations of identity and citizenship that transnatlor.often used to refer to an essentialized notion of a group in exile. Rather I use it 1nore 
identities like diasporic citizenship are relevant. Thinking about citizenship in the broadly as a term that refers to the transnational, multiple and internally stratified 
broader terms enables us to identify some of the new locations and strategies of politics character of group (and individual) identities. 
that we can build upon and strengthen them as we think about how we ca~ n1? 
effectively struggle against the growing inequalities brought on by globahzatlr 
processes. 

91 According to the liberal n1odel of universal citizenship, all citizens within a polity are said to: 
entitled to receive the same citizenship rights and to have the same obligations by virtue of the fi'--------------
that as citizens they are equal members of the polity. 

98 
Brah, Cartographies of Diaspora, 180. 

92 Sassen, '"The Fom1ation of New Political Subjects under Globalization." CJ'l Pnina Werbner, "The Place Which Is Diaspora: Citizenship, Religion and Gender in the Making 
93 Saskia Sassen, Globali~ation and Its Discontents (New York: New Press, 1998); Jan Aa?f Chaordic Transationalisn1," Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 28, no. l (2002): 121. 
Scholte, Globalization: a Critical Introduction (New York: Palgrave, 2000). 

00 
Floya Anthias, "Evaluating 'diaspora': Beyond Ethnicity." Sociology 32, no.3 (l 998): 564. 

94 · · · •· IOI Jb·d Sassen, Global1:at1011 and lts Ducontents, xxxu. 
102 

l : 
95 Tbid. Judith Shuval, "Diaspora Migration: Definitional Ambiguities and a Theoretical Paradigm," 
% Tbid. {~iemationalMigration 38, no. 5 (2000): 41. 
97 lhid. James Clifford, "Diasporas," Cultural Anthropology 9. no. 3 (1994): 307. 
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Defining Diasporic Citizenship Diasporic citizenship also builds on the ideas of Iris Marion Young's "differentiated 
. . . ~'tizenship." Although Young's discussion of differentiated citizenship is finnly state-

Having defined diaspora, I wish to use It to develop a concept of "d1aspo,:
1 
ntred rather than transnational, it is still useful for conceptualising diasporic citizenship 

citizenship" ~efo~e using. it to di.scuss the pol.itic_s of homework~rs in. Toronto's .gann~ause it makes the argu1nent that citizenship rights must be awarded not just on the 
industry. While diaspora 1s associated. often with. ideas of transnauonahsm, e~sentla~ to 1basis of individual rights but on the grounds of group rights, recognition and 
understanding of diaspora is also the idea that diaspora has as much to do with notions resentation. Young argues that citizenship must recognize that groups are situated in 
"political struggles to define the local, as distinctive community, in historical contexts~~torical relations of power and inequality and group rights require recognition of these 
displacement". 1

i:» The concept of diasporic citizenship refers, then, to the multiple ~:stories of oppression. As Young explains: 
simultaneous participation in citizenship practices within and across nation-state borde; In a society where some groups are privileged while others are oppressed, insisting 
This can take the form of transnational politics but also politics aimed at the local <!\.hat as citizens persons should leave behind their particular point of view serves only to 
national levels made on the grounds of being simultaneously members of the natiotteinforce that privilege; for the perspectives and interests of the privileged will tend to 
polity and also members of another distinct polity with a history of displacement. :laminate this unified public, marginalizing or silencing those of other groups. 112 

modem citizenship begins with the idea of location within a particular territory, that off Diasporic citizenship thus shares with Young's notion of differentiated citizenship the 
nation-state, then diasporic citizenship can be said to begin with the idea of living acrqdea that citizenship must involve group rights and that claims for greater rights by 
more than one social, cultural, political and geographical space. 105 As such, diaspotnarginalized groups can only be made successful1y if these histories of oppression are 
citizenship can be situated within a broader range of literature that seeks to disrupt ticknowledged. However, whereas Young's focus is principally on the domestic politics of 
close association between citizenship and nation in order to expand the meaning a~ nationally based citizenship, diasporic citizenship disrupts the notion of bounded 
practices associated with citizenship. Included in this literature are approaches such ilational citizenship by connecting local, national and transnational scales of politics. 
"postnational citizenship",106 "multicultural citizenship",to7 "multilayered citizenship",Diasporic citizenship involves making claims to the nation-state and to the city from the 
and "differentiated citizenship", 109 in addition to a host of other approaches such location of membership in a group with a history of oppression (displacement), but it is a 
sexual, technological, ecological and cosmopolitan citizenship. 110 group whose very definition is that of being a member in another national polity external 

Comparing diasporic citizenship briefly to some of these other approaches can help:o the nation-state of residence. 113 

flesh out its various dimensions. To begin, the concept of diasporic citizenship Diasporic citizenship also shares the desire of both "multicultural citizenship" and 
compatible with that of "multilayered citizenship." Nira Yuval-Davis describes this ty'postnational citizenship" to open up the liberal notion of citizenship to greater cultural, 
of citizenship as "a multi-layered construct, in which one's citizenship in collectivities~thnic, racial, and religious diversity (as well as gender and sexual diversity). Will 
the different layers - local, ethnic, national, state, cross-or trans-state and supra-state -Kymlicka's version of multicultural citizenship aims to extend citizenship rights to 
atTected and often at least partly constructed by the relationships and positionings of eacultural groups such as polyethnic groups like immigrant groups and (more reluctantly) to 
layer in specific historical context."111 Diasporic citizenship is based on the idea that 'national minorities" like indigenous peoples and the Quebecois. However, ultimately his 
individuals we are always located in groups and our ability to claim citizenship riglvision of multicultural citizenship retains a belief in the liberal foundations of universal 
depends both on our location within these groups and on the relative relationships ::itizenship. Moreover, although Kymlicka expands the liberal notion of individual 
power and inequality between these groups. :itizenship rights to include group rights, he bases the notion of groups on a "notion of 

::ultural identity that is 'pre-political"' and treats cultural groups somewhat like interest 

ti:» Ibid., 308. 112 Young, "Polity and Group Difference," 257. 105 
Isin and Wood, Citizenship and Identity. 113 It should also be noted here that Young does not adequately problemattze the notion of social 106 
Yasemin Nuhoglu Soysal, Limits. of ~itiz,enshif!: Migrants and Postnational Meinbership group in her work. Young fails, for example. to address the issue of who speaks for and on behalf of 

Europe (Chicago and London: The Un1vers1ty of Chicago, 1994). . the group and how to ensure that disadvantaged groups are themselves democratic Despite 
t0

7 
Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights (Oxtolcknowledging the fluidity and construction of social groups. Young's analysis in effect, treats 

Clarendon Press, 1995). . . ><>eial groups as somewhat unproblentatic and benign. She fails to discuss, for exan1ple, the 108 
Nira Yuval-Davis, "The 'Multi-Layered Citizen': Citizenship in the Age of Glocahzatioriynamics internal to all social groups, which can be unden1ocratic and problematic. Social groups 

International Feminist Joun1al of Politics 1, no. l (1999): 119-136; Nira Yuval-Davis and Pn111so engage in processes that unintentionally or intentionally enforce ho1nogeneity and omit and/or 
Werbner, Women, Citi::.enship and Difference (London and New York: Zed Books, 1999). >Hence differences within the group, the very dynamics that trigger Young·s argun1ent in favour of 
109 Iris Marion Young. "Polity and Group Difference: A Critique of the Ideal of Univetdifferentiated citizenship in the first place. In other words, the very problematic power dynamics 
Citizenship," Ethics 99 (January 1989): 250-274. that Young identifies within the larger political conm1unity between dontinant and subord~na~e 
110 lsin and Wood, Citi::.en.\·hip and Identity. g~oups,_ which trigger her call for differentiated citizenship in the first place, can be repeated w1th1n 
111 Yuval-Davis, "The 'Multi-Layered Citizen·," 121. · ese disadvantaged or oppressed groups. 
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groups equally vying for greater rights and recognition.
114 Diaspori~ citizen~hip ~ifftgreater claims for citizenship rights, diasporic citizenship as a concept recognizes that 

from multicultural citizenship, then, in that it emphasizes the h1stoncal relatlon~h1ps ·these claims will be made from the intersectionality of, or point of connection between, 
inequality between dominant and dominated groups and assumes the ~epresentatlon ofthese different group positions. From this perspective, diasporic groups make claims to 
group identity to be an important part of citizenship and the political struggle f 'tizenship rights not on the grounds of being the same as the dominant group in society, 
citizenship ri~hts. . . . . . . . . . . ~~r 00 the grounds of being diffe~ent from them, but on th_e grounds of being both t?e 

Finally, d1asponc c111zensh1p shares the idea of transnational politics inherent With ame and different from the dominant group at the same time. In other words, despite 
the con_cept o~ ~ostna~ional. citizenship. Yasemin N_uhoglu So~sal'~ ~ses ~e concept.~aving legal inunigration s~a.tus, d~asp.oric groups, like h~meworkers,. h~ve di~f~rent 
postnattonal ctt1zensh1p to illustrate how groups without official c~ttzenshtp s.tat~s, haccess and experiences of c1t1zensh1p nghts because of thetr membership tn add1ttonal 
Turks in Germany, can use universal human rig~ts. law an_d _transnauonal orgarnzatio?sclass, gender, ethnic, national and racialized groups 
claim citizenship rights at the national level. Tuts 1ntertw1n1ng of the global and natior 
leads to a new form of postnational citizenship, or citizenship practic~d beyond lfbe Case of Homeworkers in Toronto's Garment Industry 
nation-state. In making her argument, however, Soysal tends to emphasize the way 
which universal rights can override the particular, nation-based, citizenship righ1 Having explored the concept of diasporic citizenship, I will now tum to the case of 
Moreover, in doing so, her discussion of universal human rights instruments tends homeworkers. I focus on two examples of how homeworkers are engaged in diasporic 
emphasize the role of individual rather than group rights as th_e means to expa1citizenship politics. The first example is the case of a Class Action Lawsuit and the 
citizenship. Diasporic citizenship, by contrast, begins by deconstructlng what are claimsecond is a discussion of street protests at Toronto's Eaton Centre. 
to be universal rights to reveal how they operate in the interests of a particular group. 
doing so it focuses on and problematizes the relationship between the universal aClass Action Unvsuit: Lian v. J. Crew 
particular rather than emphasizing how the universal challenges and supersedes t 

particular (or vice versa). The Homeworkers' Class Action Lawsuit was launched in June 2000 by the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees (UNITE) on behalf of hon1eworker Fan 

Broadening Citizenship through Diasporic Citizenship Jin Lian, and was brought "on behalf of a class of similarly situated 'ho1neworkers"' 
(Lian v. J. Crew, 2001 [7]). The lawsuit for $1.5 million charged three retailers and two 

The purpose of defining and developing a concept of diasporic citizenship is ultimatlmanufacturers with knowingly violating Ontario's Employ1nent Standards Act (ESA) by 
to unbundle and broaden conunon assumptions in thinking about modem citizenshfailing to pay back wages of $500,000, overtime and vacation pay. 117 Fan Jin Lian worked 
First, the notion of diasporic citizenship disrupts the modem notion of citizenship asror Eliz World between September 23 and Nov 24, 1999, and claims that she was paid 
"gate-keeping concept". as an institution that stabilizes and reproduces conceptual bordeonly $675 but was still owed $5,000. She also made the argument that the retailers and 
of identity by requiring newcomers to shed former identities at the door before taking bther manufacturers who subcontracted their business to Eliz World should be held jointly 
the new identity of citizen. 

115 
Diaspora refers to in-between, hybrid, multiple liable as they conspired to get around the ESA by subcontracting in order to cut 

transnational identities that resist the exclusionary logic of modem identity upon whiproduction costs. 118 The motion, which was tried in Ontario's Superior Court of Justice, 
citizenship is based. It thus disrupts the idea of home being the country of orig 
according to which immigrants are then viewed as "guests" in a "host country". From tr--------------
perspective of diaspora, women, for example, retain a hybrid identity or multif117 1?1~ 5 companies are ret~ilers J. Crew Group, Venator Group ~anada Inc. (ow1~er of Northen1 
identities as both members of the Canadian political conununity but also as members Traditions, Northern Reflections and Northen1 Elen1ents) and Clothing for Modem Times (owner of 
other national, religious, and ethnic polities. Costa Blanca stores) and ~lathing manufacturer E. Knitted Gam1:n1 Inc .. who was subcontracted by 

Th t f ct• · ·f h. I b d ns the concept of citizenship~· Crew to produce clothing and further subcontracted out to Ehz World Inc (also a subcontractor 
e ~oncep _o 1~sponc c1 iz~ns Ip. a so roa e . . . . . for Vebator and Modem Tinies). 

making 1t more 1nclus1ve because It begins from the prenuse that c1ttzensh1p 1s norus Th . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . b f h b h . e case attempted to estabhsh JOtnt hab1hty according to the ESA. The claunants argued that 

unit~ ex~~nence, since 1nd1v1duals are ~em. ~rs 0 ot e~ _groups, e t ey natl~~liz World was in direct breach of paying back wages owed but, in addition, that J. Crew, Venator. 
ethnic, rehg1ous, class, sexual or gender 1dentiues. Our ability. to a~cess and practModem Times and E. Knitted should also be held jointly liable as joint en1ployers according to 
citizenship depends on our location in these groups and the relat1onsh1p of these groUESA. According to the decision, "Section 12 applies where associated or related activities. 
vis-ii-vis the dominant group upon which citizenship is based.

116 
Furthermore, in makibusinesses, works, trades, occupations, professions, projects or undertakings are carried on by any 

:ombination of corporations. individuals, fim1s, syndicates, or associations, with the intent or effect 
of the arrangement being to defeat either directly or indirectly the true intent and purpose of the 114 

Damian Tambini, "Post-national Citizenship," Ethnic and Racial Studies 24, no. 2 (2001): 20'iESA". In such cases the companies are "jointly and severally liable for any contravention of the 
115 Friedrich Kratochwil, "Citizenship: On the Border of Order," Alternatives 19, (1994): 486. Act" Lian v. J. Crew. Superior Court of Justice. 54 O.R. (3d) 239; 2001 Ont. Rep. LEXIS 166, File 
116 Yu val-Davis, ''The ·Multi-Layered Citizen"'. ~o. 00-CV-192342CP, Toronto, Ontario, Decided: May 4, 2001 
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centred on an interpretation of the scope of section 12 of Ontario's 1990 Employine t are important because they recognise publicly (and put on record) the fact that 
Standards Act but, if won, had potentially wide-ranging implications for homework~statemen ~ rs suffer from disadvantaged working conditions and unequal bargaining 
across Canada. 119 The case was significant since it was one of the first attempts inhome"\~~ e 

Canadian court to attack the very heart of the garment industry's operation, the pyrarnpc>W~~r stating these facts, Judge Cununing explains the reasons for his decision, stating: 
structure of subcontracting, by making retailers and manufacturers responsible for ti 
business practices of any subcontractors under their hire. In the absence of intervention by legislation or regulation, businesses have the freedon1 of action 

The case was unsuccessful in that the claim was dismissed in May 2001. The jud to determine the type and extent of the particular business activity carried on, as seen to be in 
concluded: "Given the undisputed record and the interpretation of s. 12, the plaintiff fail their own selfwinterest. Division of labour and specialization are inherent to all businesses in a 
to show that her claim is one with any real chance of success and the motions ! competitive market. Specialization in a con1petitive n1arket serves to n1axinlize consumer choice 

f bl'124 summary judgement should be allowed."120 In making his decision, Judge Cununi1 at the most avoura e pnce. 
argued that the plaintiff failed to provide sufficient evidence that a) the companies we . . . , . . . 
joint employers and b) that they had purposefully entered into a business relationship wi Here i.t is cle~ that,. desp1t~ recogn1z1ng ~omeworkers d1sadvant~ged pos.1t1on, the 
the intent to defeat the purpose of the ESA. In presenting his reasons for dismissing filudge ultu~~tely sides with the interests of ~us1ness .. ~e presents a neohberal rationale for 
case it is worth noting that the judge first acknowledges that "the evidentiary recoa competitive market economy that gives legitimacy to the very structure of 
establishes that there are problems in the Canadian gannent industry in ensuring thsubcontracting (or the pyramid or vertical integration structure) that disadvantages 
homeworkers in the position of the plaintiff are paid and that the obligations of their dinhomeworke~s in the f~st place. Mor~over, he int~oduces the notion .of "~o~sumer choice" 
employers under the ESA are fulfilled."121 He also acknowledges that "[t]he E:as justification fo~.th1s "?ark.et logic. In .so doing, he makes an tmphctt argument for 
recognizes the potential harm of unequal bargaining power and position of individtrecognizing the cit1zensh1p nghts of business and consumers over and above those of 

employees, and in particular, non-unionized employees and immigrant workers."122 Bchomewor~ers. 
1 

kn 
1 

d h 
1 

. . .bl H "[.] . h b 
Cumnung a so ac ow e ges t at regu anon 1s poss1 e. e states, 1 t rrug t e 

--------------------------------argued that as a matter of sound and progressive public policy, measures should be taken 
UNITE. to achieve greater compliance of ESA standards within the vertically integrated garment 
119 The garment industry is one of the largest employers of women worldwide, employing mc,industry;' for example, by "making a retailer the guarantor of a supplier and its 
than 23.6 million workers, 75o/o of \vhom are won1en. More importantly, it is an industry notoriosubcontractors' ESA obligations to their workers or setting up a type of insurance fund 
for employing women in ]owwwage, lowwskilled and partwtime employment, with precaricpaid for by retailers."125 However, he notes that while the state could regulate to protect 
working conditions that put won1en at greater risk of poverty, exploitation and workplace violenhomeworkers if it so chose, "there would be significant policy implications ... involved in 
In Canada, the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Employees (UNITE) has document a legislated extension of liability to protect the rights of homeworkers" but that these must 
hundreds of sw~at~hop.s in ~anada, with at least 8,000 homewo~kers in Toro~to, and s~me 40,000be weighed against "efficiency as well as equity considerations.'.126 

Canada, the nlJJOnty, nnnugrant women, see Yanz et. al. The industry provides first Jobs for ma Here Cununing notes that it would be possible to extend citizenship rights in the form 
inunigrants who come to Canada, especially in homework where a command of English or Fren f k , . h h k y h al t th t th. Id d t b · h d . . . o wor ers ng ts to omewor ers. et e so no es a 1s wou nee o e we1g e 1s not needed. In Canada 'seventyws1x percent of all garment workers are women, 50 percent i , • • .. • ,, .. • ,, h. h h I . . 
inmligrants, and almost 30 percent are 01embers of a visible minority. Ninetywfour percent of sewi agamst th~ possible downside of efficiency and equtty w ic e goes on to exp a1n in 
nmchine operators in Metro Toronto were born outside of Canada" (Linda Yantz, Bob Jefccthe following statement: 
Deena Ladd and Joan Atlin (Maquila Solidarity Network), Policy Options to Improve Standard~] 
Gannent Workers in Canada and Inten1ationally (Ottawa: Status of Women Canada, 1999), 14. s:--------------
also Jan Borowy, Shelly Gordon and Gayle Lebans, "Are These Clothes Clean? The Campaign 1123 Research conducted by Professor Roxana Ng in association with the Hon1ewworkers' Association 
Fair Wages and Working Conditions for Homeworkers," in And Still We Rise: Fen1inist Poliri1(HWA) of UNITE has docun1ented some of the working conditions of ho1neworkers in Toronto. In 
Mobilizing in Contemporary Canada, ed. Linda Carty (Toronto: Women's Press, 1993), 299-3!her 1999 study, Ng found that based on the piece rate. an estin1ated average hourly wage was 
Jan Borowy and Fanny Yuen, The I11ten1ational Ladies Gannent Worker's Union 19between 6 to 8 dollars with some won1en paid as low as 2 dollars per hour and an average pay of 45 
Hon1eworkers · Study: An Investigation into Wages and Working Conditions of Chinese-Speak1 cents less than the ntlnimum wage for hon1eworkers. In addition, according to the ESA, employers 
Hon1eworkers in Metropolitan Toronto (Toronto: ILGWU, 1993). Roxana Ng, "Homeworki~must have a registration permit to einploy hrnneworkers. Registering for a pemlit is rarely done and 
Dream Realized or Freedon1 Constraint? The Globalized Reality of Immigrant Gannent Worker:not enforced, allowing many en1ployers to violate Ontario's labor laws. For exainple, few 
Canadian Wmnan Stu(/ies 19, no. 3 ( 1999): l lOwl 14; Arrnine Yalnizyan, Lessons from the Dhomeworkers receive benefits or the vacation and overwtin1e pay that they are entitled to under the 
Line: The Experience of Canadian Gannent Workers. (Ottawa: Canadian Centre for PohF.sA nor do they receive the minimum premiun1 of 10% that homeworkers are specifically entitled 
Alten1atives, 1993). to for overhead costs like heat and elecUicity. Ng, 11lwl12. 
120

Lian v. J. Crew, [12). 
124

Lian v. J. Crew, [71]. 
1
" Ibid .. [12]. [36]. 

125 
Ibid., [72] 
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There is no clear distinction between homeworkers, for example, the employees of earing in court is significant. It raises public awareness and makes the struggle for 
manufacturer that makes the fabric used by the manufacturer of the garments forPP · ghts that homeworkers are waging part of the public record, through both media 
retailer, or the drivers for an independent delivery service for the retailer. Should a ret{ea:; of the case and court proceedings. Furthennore, the case is important as a case 
be liable for the wages of those employees as well?

127 ~v~tizenship politics in that it formally recognizes through the law that homeworkers are 
This argument shows the power of the homeworkers' argument in that it would h ~~al subjects. The emergence of homeworkers as political subjects claiming greater 

far-reaching implications f?r .~orkers ~the: than just hom~workers. Ironically, the ju~i~nship rights is, in this c~se, paradoxical but i_n~tructi~e. It shows ho':" a group, denied 
uses an argument for "equity here to Justify wh~ equal nghts should not be awarde\ll citizenship rights, can still achieve greater c1tiz~nsh1p sta~~s, even .1n th~ absence ~f 
the homeworkers because, after all, where would It end? e rights, by gaining recognition and representation as pohttcal subjects 1n the pubhc 

Recognising that the subcontracting way of doing busine~s disad:ant\~~re through the courts. 
homeworkers, other subcontracted workers, who also find themselves in casuah~ed 1 Thus, on the one hand, the case arises because homeworkers are treated as second 
precarious employment, might also demand equal rights as workers. The_ JUd!.ass workers and as less politically significant than other groups in society. This is shown 
argument hen~ shows the cl~ar signi~cance of this case and the ~ar-reachi~g rannfic_at~ the fact that the ESA provisions are not enforced when it comes to homeworkers and 
it could have if won. Essentially a win would represent a clear victory against explonay the fact that the homeworkers lost the case. However, on the other hand, the very act of 
capitalist practices, n~t unique to the garment industry, o~ making profit through practUrsuing the case in court brings women to~ether around a common identity of 
of temporary, casuahzed employment and subcontracting schemes as means to a\omeworker." Women who might have been isolated from one another and whose 
paying workers proper living wages and benefits. Here again, Cumming clearly puts.0 rking conditions were hidden frotn public visibility and scrutiny because of being 
interests of business above those of workers. He concludes the point nicely by noting 'lcated in the home found themselves visible in public space as political agents on the 
if the homeworkers' argument were to be recognized in a court of law it might berounds of this common identity. This in itself politicizes and mobilizes the identity of 
successful that it would do away with the need for homeworkers altogether. He states: Jmeworker as a collective political identity. 

As an example of diasporic citizenship politics, the homeworker lawsuit illustrates that 
(t]he end effect of the. imposition of liab.ility in the verticall~ integr~ted gam1ent industry n~tizenship is not a unitary experience. Despite having formal citizenship status, 
be that the only practical way for a retader to ensure con1phance wtth ESA standards wou!c rk expen'ence citizenship differently because of their location in the political .. h f. fu ... b' h 'td>mewoers for the retader to integrate t e manu actunng nctlon into Its own us1ness, t us in ro ur h' h . . d t b h' · other groups Women find themselves 

· d · I · · 'h' rh 1. · · h 'Onomyw tc tntum ts ue omem ers 1p1n . relative inefficiencies and also, para ox1cal y, d1mtn1s 1ng or even pe apse 1mtnaung t ev ' ' .. all f 
1 1 

h t 
fh k · h 1 · d 1 128 ·orking in homework because they are women ong1n y rom ess wea t y, non-wes em o 01newor ers 1n t e garmen 1n us ry. . . . 

Juntries, and because they are members of certain class, ethnic and racial groups. 
iespite equal citizenship in law, when it comes to the application or practice of the Jaw, 

From the above discussion, some might see the class action lawsuit as a failltizenship becomes an institution that mediates the interests of dominant groups and 
However, I would argue that despite losing the case and being told that Canadian socominated groups. The homeworkers' court case makes it clear that the citizenship rights 
values business and consumer rights over and above the rights of homeworkers and If certain groups like consumers and business are placed typica11y above those of working 
unionized, immigrant workers, this event can still be read as an example of succes[ass immigrant women. Finally, this example illustrates how the ability of homeworkers 
diasporic citizenship politics in the following ways. > claim successfully greater citizenship status depended on homeworkers claiming that 

. . . . iey deserve the same rights as other workers. an argument based on equality. On the 
Frr~t, as mentioned, _the homeworkers attempte~ to get court recogn1Uon o~·ther hand, their ar uments de ended on the judge acknowledging their disadvantaged 

pyrannd structure of the industry and to hold responsible the manufacturers and retai .ti. . , . g rf pl , · t 
1 

th ords the clat'm to equali'ty . . .. os1 on v1s-a·v1s more powe u groups 1n soc1e y. n o er w , 
wh? ~ire the contractor or subcontractor in the fi~st ,place, who often e~~ape hab1ht)',as based on a notion of difference; thus, the judge could only recognise their clai1ns to 
cla1nung no ~no~ledge of the other c~mpan1es work~lace cond1tions. Altho11uality if he acknowledged their social location as members of disenfranchised groups. 
unsuccessful this time. around, the case provided an oppo~ntty to lay out the scope ~f However. the ability to wage citizenship struggles through the courts, as this example 
argument to b.e use~ in a future case. Moreover,_ by no~tng how the homeworkers ~ustrates, is extremely costly• difficult, and time consuming. Most homeworkers do not 
would potenttall.Y impact other workers, th~ Judge tnadverten~ly ackn?wle~ged .ave the chance to participate directly in this formal type of citizenship politics, which is 
enormous potentt~l. power of the homeworkers argument, s.hould it be realized in ~a~·imed at directly challenging the government, in this case through the courts. For this 
the ~uture. In addttton, the ho~~workers su~ceeded by getting the c?urt to recogn1z/ason, I wish to consider a second, more informal, example as another instance of 
pubhc record the general condtttons of the industry and homework1ng. The very a omeworkers' diasporic citizenship politics. This second example shows how citizenship 

olitics can also be waged at more informal levels, which might be more accessible to a 
trger number of homeworkers. 127 Ibid., [72]. 

128 Ibid., [74]. 
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Street Protests and Conferences the city by revealing that the consumption side of the city and the consumer citizen are 
dependent on the cheap labour that they provide in making the clothes that then sell for 

Another important aspect of homeworkers' mobilization has b~en_ the use of stnmuch higher prices than homeworkers earn for their labour. For example, one worker 
marches or protests, sometimes organized around conferences bnng1ng homework1 uending the conference and march in 1992 explained how she made $4.15 for the hour 
together with union and community activists. One such example was the Homeworke a he spent sewing an Alfred Sung jacket which then retailed in the Centre for $275. Here 
Conference held in Toronto in November 1992, called "From the Double Day to !~workers also draw attention to the fact that working conditions which many middle 
Endless Day," organized by a coalition of activists called the C~alition for ~air Wages and upper class Torontonians believe could only be found in "Third World" countries are 
Working Conditions for Homeworkers. The conference ended with a march 1n front oft alive and well in their own city. Their political struggle reveals that it is no longer 
Eaton Centre to target the retailers Eaton's and the Bay. ~is co~ference was the first possible to discuss "first" and "third worlds" simply as if they belonged to separate 
its kind in Toronto, bringing together homeworkers with union leaders, commungeographical spaces. Rather, as the growing phenomenon of globalizing cities illustrates, 
activists and researchers. ln addition, it brought in women fr~m different countries "":they reside together as part of the same space. 130 

experience in organizing around homework. The conference hoked what was happen1 Finally, the last point to be drawn from this example of diasporic politics is the way it 
in Canada's (and specifically Toronto's) garment industry with a global perspecticonnects the local with the global. The Homeworkers' Conference and the Coalition for 
brought by these women activists. Important in this process of diasporic politics is lpaif Wages & Working Conditions for Homeworkers emerged as a result of activists who 
idea of revealing that citizenship is about mediating between dominant and dominatwere concerned with homeworkers' working conditions in Toronto. However. the 
groups, and how citizenship often works in the interests of dominant groups in society.conference and protests linked these local, city-based conditions to the larger global 
also reveals how success can be achieved, in part, by forcing recognition of the fact tleconomy and the similar conditions that workers elsewhere were facing. Bringing 
the lack of group rights for homeworkers has much to do with membership in otl activists and homeworkers from other countries to share their stories helped to connect 
distinctive social groups, like diasporic groups (in this case, inunigrant women). what Toronto homeworkers were confronting with struggles being waged in other 

It can be argued that street marches and protests revolve around reclaiming pu~·countries. Here, mobilizing for better rights for homeworkers in Toronto brought women 
space. As Isin and Wood have argued: together from different countries to share siniilar stories and to share infonnation about 

political strategies. However, it also analytically connected the issues that Toronto 
The spatial significance of the public sphere is re-emphasized by the necessity of actual pubworkers were facing to the larger global issue of economic restructuring, with garment 
space - space that is visible, accessible and participatory - f~r the continued existen_ce factories laying off permanent full-time workers and shifting to the use of cheaper, 
den1ocratic citizenship .... u~der adva.nc_ed ca~italisni ~nd the n~e of the new, ~rofesswn.casualized labour. In some cases, this has meant producing clothing by using rnaquiladora 
managerial groups, the pubh~ sphere is increasingly clamied by pnvate space, that is, ~pace ~labour or indentured labour in places like Saipan, the capital of the Marina islands in the 
is privately rather than pubhcly owned and regulated .... The encroachment of the pnvate 11 • • 131 • • 

the public in this way effectively disanns the latter of its most potent weapon: the po11~ac1?c ~ean and a United ~tate~ commonwealth ... In other cases, given the shift to 
authority and ability to author and claim space ..... For many groups, the use of public space . .iust-m-time modes of production, 1t has meant recruiting the labour lo~ally but ~~eaply 
frequently, the disruption of everyday life of that space, has been the only way to access through local homeworkers. In any case, the conference drew the attentton of actlv1sts to 
ntedia and claim a public presence.129 the fact that this struggle was much larger in scope and needed to be waged across 

borders. It also raised consumer awareness that their clothes were being made by women 
As a commercial space, the Eaton Centre is a place where people come together to shboth at home and elsewhere for next to nothing. 

and work but it is also a place where people come together to socialize. The Eaton Cent Judging from this case. diasporic citizenship politics unbundles citizenship, showing 
also acts as a public space in that it is listed as a major tourist site and used as a symbol the ways in which the claims of homeworkers are linked to those of other groups (like 
Toronto's status as a major city in North America. The staging of street protests (aconsumers), as well as to the citizenship rights of women in other countries. As noted by 
sweatshop fashion shows, in subsequent years) at the Eaton Centre can be understood'-------------

f I · · hi d h II · h · · t d "th "t ThusBo way _o rec ~rmng _t s space an ~ a e~gin~. t e ~eani~g. associa e Wl 1 · · J. Friedmann, "The World City Hypothesis." Development and Change 17, no. l (1986): 69-83; 
provides an 1nterest1ng exan1ple of d1asponc c1t1zensh1p politics. Engin F. Isin, ed. De1nocracy, Citizenship and the Global City (London: Routledge, 2000); Anthony 

First, it draws attention to the framing of Toronto as a globalizing city that constrUK.ing, ed. Re-Presenting the City: Ethnicity, Capital and Culture in the 21st-Ce11t10)' Metropolis 
the privileged consumer as the favoured citizen. It does so by drawing attention to t(New York: New York University Press, 1996); Paul L. Knox and Peter J. Taylor, World Cities in a 
other part of the globalizing city, frequently hidden from view, to which Sassen refeWorld-System (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995); Ayse Oncu and Petra Weyland, 
This is the side of the city which is dependent on the low wage labour that provides tSpace, Culture and Power: New Identities in Giobalizing Cities (London: Zed Books, 1997); Saskia 
"infrastructure" to the global economy. Homeworkers draw attention and make clain1s~3~· The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991). 

129 Isin and Wood, Citi:enship and Identity, 79. 
49 

For more information see the documentary Behind the Labels: Ga1111ent Workers on U.S. Saipan, 
2001, or visit the Witness web site which hosts the documentary and further infom1ation at 
http://www.witness.org/int.html?news/index.html. 
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Bob Jefcott and Lynda Yanz, founder~ a~d directo~s ?f the Tor~n~o based N~O Maq~l(fdrcSseS of factories where clot?es are man~factured. If pas.sect, dis~losure regulation 
Solidarity Network, there has been a significant shift 1n how activists are starting to th1NOUld enable consumers to make informed decisions when buying clothing (a Vector poll 
about strategizing. Jefcott and Yanz suggest that during the early NAFfA years, "th~ 2()02 showed that 80 per cent of Canadians were supportive of such disclosure 
was a lot of talk (and so1!1e anger) ~bout worke~s in Mexico or Central America takj~gutations). It would also e.nable hum~n rights group~ .to investigate .reported .a~use.s, 
"our jobs" by undercutting Canadian work with cheaper labour and poorer quaJnake it easier to pursue working abuses in court, and facilitate greater union organizing in 
work". 132 Today, however, these "notions o~ 't~em and us'. are shifting•: as "garml_heindustry. 
activists now point to a profound reorgan1zat1on of the industry that s resulted 
increasing competition, job loss and a lowering of conditions everywhere" .. 133 TCondusion 
example of the citizenship struggles waged by homeworkers shows a sense of d1asp0 

citizenship politics because it has forc~d a shift fro.m an "us and them" mentali~y Homeworker organ1z1ng is an example of diasporic citizenship for several 
recognizing how citizenship rights are hoked transnationally· It has ~lso force~ a shift asons. First, it is diasporic in the sense that a majority of homeworkers are immigrants, 
thinking a.b?ut ci~izens~~p politics as directed towards and located in the natl?~ as ~fugees or migrant ~orkers. Women find themselves working as homeworkers l~rgely 
space of c1tlzensh1p politics. Instead, the examples of su:eet protests show how CI!1zens~ause they are imrrugrants and refugees as well as members of class, gender, ethnic and 
practices can be waged in local spaces and places, and tn ways that they otherwise co1·acialized groups. They are mostly women who have come from another country to 
not if they were confined solely to practices and discussions of the government ~anada They find themselves located in the informal economic sector because of their 
nation-state. . ;tatus as (frequently) working class and racialized inunigrantfrefugee women. Second, 

In the Canadian context, both types of citizenship struggles have been tmportant10meworker organising reveals multiple and simultaneous participation in citizenship 
raising awareness and developing further strategies with how to combat the problern,ractices within and across nation states. For example, homeworkers bring the local and 
unjust and illegal working practices in the garment industry. Street protests and ~lobal together in a way that disrupts the simple identification of citizenship rights and 
targeting of retailers through sweatshop fashion shows have helped to educate ;ational identity. Homeworker struggles show, for example, that transnational practices 
Canadian public on working conditions in the industry and to raise consumer awarenmd networks are important as well as making claims to equal rights at the national and 
when buying clothes. This type of activity has been important in mobilizing rn1ocal level. Homeworkers claim rights on the grounds of being equal members of the 
Canadians to participate in No SH1eat campaigns, petitioning school boards, cla.tion-state but also on the grounds of belonging to a distinctive conununity defined in 
governments and provinces, for example, to institute no sweat procurement policies. 11he context of displacement and oppression. Finally, homeworker organizing is an 
has resulted in Winnipeg and Toronto adopting No Sweat policies in 2002 \Vf~xample of diasporic politics because diasporic identity challenges the fixed and narrow 
Saskatoon is currently drafting similar legislation. Similarly, two school boards, 1tssociation between nation and citizen especially as formulated in the dualistic notion of 
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic School Board and the Waterloo Region District Schlnunigrant/citizen that is based upon a self-other relationship. One leaves the identity of 
Board have passed No Stveat policies as have eight Canadian Universities (Albe1mmigrant and becomes a citizen, as Sunera Thobani has argued, only when one has 
Laurentian, Western, Guelph, Waterloo, Toronto, Dalhousie and McMaster) as of 1\ssimilated or integrated into the so-called desirable traits of the dominant group. 134 

2002. )iasporic claims challenge this dichotomy because they demand greater rights not just on 
The homeworkers' lawsuit has also been important in the Canadian context. Whil~e grounds of being equal members of the nation-state but also on the grounds of their 

has not gathered significant public attention, it has been important for strategizing amCfifferent location as members who find themselves disadvantaged due to their history of 
Canadian groups struggling to fight against sweatshop abuses. The Ethical Trading Act~isplacement. 
Group (ETAG), a national coalition of non-governmental groups including labo 
teachers, and religious associations, decided to take action that would also attack the he 
of how the industry is organized. In the homeworkers' court case, the judge based 
decision, in part, on the fact that there was a lack of information clearly establi~h 
subcontracting linkages. ETAG' s actions are aimed at making these subcontract 
linkages visible. ETAG has petitioned the federal government to amend the Te,t. 
Labelling Act to adopt factory disclosure regulations. Disclosure regulations would ITI( 

that Canadian apparel companies would have to make publicly available the names '"' 
34
------------

Sunera Thobani writes, "immigrants who are defined as con1patible with the nation-on the basis 
if lhcir cultural, social and linguistic characteristics ~ become ideologically constructed as future 

13~ Linda Yantz and Bob Jefcott, "Fighting Sweatshops, Building Solidarity: Exposing the Ga:itil.ens, to be integrated into the nation as Canadians: innnigrants who are defined as incompatible-
Canatiicm Dimension 31, no. 5 (1997): 26. ~n those very grounds-become constructed as inmligrants outsiders to the nation." Sunera Thobani, 
133 

/bid. Sponsoring Imnligrant Won1en's Inequalities," Canadian Woman Studies 19. no. 3 (1999): 12. 
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5_., Saskia. Globalization and Its Discontents. New York: New Press, 1998. 
Sassell• Saskia. The Global City: New York, London, Tok.vo. Princeton: Princeton 
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